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Chamber News

whaT Is affordable housIng and...
why do we care?

During this election season, there have been a lot of “sound bites” from virtually every 
candidate about “affordable housing”.  In my opinion, there has not been enough solid 
discussion or a community-wide clear(er) understanding about what affordable housing 
really means…and about what it can mean for the communities of berlin, Meriden 
and wallingford.  All three communities have active Transit oriented development 
(Tod) plans with some kind of housing incentives.  We want to be sure we all un-
derstand terms like “affordable housing”, “market rate rent”, “workforce housing”, “mixed 
use development” and other terms.  While it does come down to words, we must remain 
focused on the overarching goal which is to create diverse and growing communities with 
workers of all income and skill levels to perform all of the jobs required for all employers, 
residents and visitors to spend their hard earned dollars within the community…that is 
my layman’s definition of Economic Development.

our government and business development committee is working to create a 
regional community forum to be held in early 2016 to help us all best sort through 
the terms and to best understand the relationship between housing plans and TOD.  If 
you would like to get involved in the planning, development and roll out of the program, 
contact the Chamber office and we’ll get you connected.  

loTs of whaT we do for MeMbers Is lInKIng you 
... to resources, services, support, and fellow members.  Here are some EASY LINKS to the Midstate Chamber to “always keep you in the loop”: 
 NEWS:             http://www.midstatechamber.com/News CALENDAR:    http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar            
 RESOURCES:   http://www.midstatechamber.com/Resources DIRECTORY:   http://www.midstatechamber.com/Directory
 NEWSLETTERS:  http://www.thechambernewsletter.com   2015-16 CHAMBER BOOK: http://www.thechamberbook.com

 help us change & delay 
cosTly proposed changes 
To overTIMe regulaTIons

we continue to work with other business organizations 
to understand the proposed federal overtime regulation 
changes (29 cfr part 514, rIn 1235-aa11) that are sched-
uled to go into effect sometime in 2016.  While it appears to 
be within the authority of USDOL to change the wage thresh-
old from $23,660 to $50,440, this change would mean that 
every employee under the new threshold amount, regardless 
of number of hours or job duties, would no longer be exempt 
from overtime wages.  This will certainly cause hardships 

to virtually every business and change the way you pay and classify many of 
your workers.  In addition, the status and flexibility afforded to salaried workers 
would disappear and create unnecessary morale problems.   

We need all of our elected officials to know how devastating this change would mean 
to your business.  I am encouraging you to write your members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives to engage them in the discussion as soon as possible.  They 
are:

Senator Richard Blumenthal, 90 State House Square, 10th Floor, Hartford, CT  06103
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, 59 Elm Street, New Haven, CT 06510
Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty, 114 West Main St., Old Post Office Plaza; Suite 206, New 
Britain, CT  06051
Congressman Jim Himes, 211 State Street, 2nd Floor, Bridgeport, CT 06604
Congressman John Larson, 221 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Hartford, CT 06106
Senator Chris Murphy, One Constitution Plaza, 7th Floor, Hartford, CT  06103

If you need more background, you can start by looking at the home page of the Cham-
ber’s website. You will find the letter that the Midstate Chamber sent to USDOL in August 
and links to other references.  If you have any questions, want to understand the problem 
or want to discuss your position, please contact President Séan W. Moore at any time. 

There are Two 
greaT evenTs you 

need To Know 
abouT

Our Chamber’s annual energy break-
fast will be held on november 6th 
at the four points by sheraton and is 
naturally sponsored by eversource.  The 
topic will be Energy Efficiency for both 
Residential and Business and both Gas 
and Electric.  This means you will get 
connected to the folks who can save 
you money by improving your produc-
tivity and bottom line.  Details at www.
midstatechamber.com.

For a quick opportunity to inexpen-
sively exhibit to a crowd before the 
holidays, join the hamden regional 
chamber and the Midstate chamber 
at the farms country club on novem-
ber 19th.  It’s a quick table top opportu-
nity with a nice mix of the members of 
BOTH chambers.  And you know that The 
Farms will do a FAULOUS job!  You can 
plan to attend as either an exhibitor or as 
an attendee.  For your reservation, please 
see the enclosed flyer.

And yes, there are many more events 
where we would hope to see you so 
please take a look at the rest of this No-
vember Chamber Newsletter and RSVP 
today!

http://www.midstatechamber.com/News
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Resources
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Directory
www.thechambernewsletter.com
www.thechamberbook.com
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/contact
http://delauro.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=987&Itemid=7
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https://himes.house.gov/contact-me/email-me
http://www.larson.house.gov/index.php
http://www.murphy.senate.gov/contact
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11023
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11023
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11023
www.midstatechamber.com
www.midstatechamber.com
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https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=10468


message from the 
president:

all polITIcal 
MaTTers MaTTer!
There are a number of political items 
that we’d like to make our members 
aware of and the first is to “Get out 
and Vote on November 5th”.  We also 
ask that you remain flexible with your 
scheduling so your employees can 
vote as well.

=  You should know that while we 
at this Chamber do NOT endorse 
any candidate or any political 
party, we promise that we will work 
with every elected official to help 
advance the interests of our member 
businesses and our communities.  We 
anticipate that we will see some 
new political faces this year and we 
want our members to get acquainted with our elected 
officials long before the time that you might actually 
need them.  You can also help reinforce the message 
that every decision or vote that they will cast in office will 
very likely have either a positive or a negative affect on 
business…and we all want them to help create a business 
friendly environment!

= Towards that end, we will be planning a series of 
programs like “Pizza, Pasta and Politics” as well as a 
Political “Meet & Greet” Business After Hours in the 
upcoming months.  We will be inviting elected officials 
from most the towns where we have a concentration 
of Chamber members!  We’ll get you the details after 
the election!

= please know that our comments for our 
216 legislative action agenda are due to the 
government and business development committee 
by their december 9th meeting.  we encourage all of 
our members from every business sector to submit 
items for the committee’s review.  We anticipate that 
the Chamber Board will approve the 2016 agenda at 
the January 2016 regular Board meeting.  At that time, 
we’ll get the agenda to our members in the February 
Newsletter and to all of our legislators as well.

= And save the date for our Regional Legislative 
Breakfast on January 29, 2016.  This event will again be 
generously sponsored by AT&T.  We will invite our area 
State legislators and partner with other area Chambers 
of Commerce and other organizations as well.  Details 
to follow but please get the date in your calendar now!

2 For all of your needs visit our members at www.midstatechamber.com

Séan W. Moore

who’s who and people to know 
It has been said that The Midstate Chamber 
is the BEST WAY to make connections 
within the communities of central 
Connecticut.  In this section we keep you 
- our members - updated on area leaders 
in business and community.  This month 
we introduce you to our HOLA (Hispanic 
Outreach Leaders in Action) Committee.  
The mission of HOLA is to engage with Hispanic individuals 
and businesses in the central CT region so that through the 
Midstate Chamber, they can obtain exposure, growth, and 
involvement in the community. HOLA meets the third Friday 
of each month at 12:00 pm at different member eateries.

If you are interested in becoming a member of this committee, 
please reach out to the Midstate Chamber of Commerce at 
203.235.7901 or email membership@midstatechamber.
com - the HOLA committee is OPEN to all who’d like to 
participate - you don’t have to be Hispanic or speak Spanish 
to be involved!  So, come out and have some fun with us as 
we work together to reach our goals!  Pictured below are 
committee members and special guests who attended HOLA’s 
Hispanic Heritage Breakfast on 10/16.  

SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, Dec. 15 for HOLA’s Holiday 
Friendraiser - ALL proceeds from this  FUN event benefit 
the 2016 HOLA award fund!  Dancing, Great Food, Prize 
Drawings - at Silver City Sports Bar & Grill at Four Points

Plan to attend with your staff or friends - also, sponsorships 
are available that promote your business before, during 
and after the event!

Tax season is right around the corner and vol-
unteers are needed for Meriden and Wallingford 
VITA sites! Potential Volunteers can sign up at 
www.hranbct.org. Just visit the Financial Services 
Page. 

6 GOOD REASONS TO BECOME A VITA VOLUTEER:  

1.  You don’t need to be an accountant - no experience needed.
2.  IRS wll train you - for free to prepare you to pass the 

certification test.
3.   Training with Flexible hours that fit your schedule.

4.  Convenient locations: HRA tax sites are in Meriden and 
Wallingford 

5.  You’ll feel pride to be part of a nationwide program that has 
helped low-income people file tax returns at no cost for over 40 

years.
6.  Simply put, you’ll feel good helping your community - and 

you’ll have fun doing it with HRA’s dedicated team that has been 
preparing returns since 2004.

For more info call Juan Berrios – Financial Services Programs 
Manager:  860-225-1084 Ext. 315;  jberrios@hranbct.org

www.meridenchamber.com
mailto:membership@midstatechamber.com
mailto:membership@midstatechamber.com
www.hranbct.org
mailto:jberrios@hranbct.org


Upcoming noVemBer eVents:
Mark your calendars, iPhones, Droids, etc. with these event dates.    = Chamber or Business event; 
  = Community event.  More details and RSVP information for these events may be found on 
   www.midstatechamber.com! Chamber event RSVP line: 203.235.7901

This QR code in the upper right corner also brings you right out to our business and community calendars.  Just 
SCAN and CLICK!  rsvp now for the highlighted chamber events below - just click and enter your info!

  Wed, Nov 4  - 6:00 pm: Mother-Daughter Evening Out: Paint Night at WEPA Art Studio.  FREE. Call 203.238.6800 to register.
   Thu, Nov 5 - 5:00 pm:  Business After Hours at Child Guidance Clinic for Central CT, Inc.  See enclosed flyer.
   Fri, Nov 6  - 7:30 am: Chamber Breakfast Club Celebrates ENERGY at the Four Points by Sheraton. See enclosed flyer.
  Fri, Nov 6  - 7:00 pm: PNA Friday Night Feast Features Czapiga’s Celebrating National Polish Heritage Month.
  Fri, Sat, Nov 6 & 7 - 7:00 pm:  64th Annual Kiwanis Kapers Show: Kapers TV - Then and Now at Lincoln Middle School. 
  Sun, Nov 8 - 9:00 am:  Loredana Nesci Memorial 5K Walk-Run at Hubbard Park, Meriden. http://firstmile-fitness.com/events/
  Sun, Nov 8 - 4:00 pm:  Meriden & Wallingford Community Day with the Bridgeport Sound Tigers will be held at Webster   

 Bank Arena. Please see enclosed flyer.  SHOW YOUR COMMUNITY PRIDE: Bring the family - have a staff outing -   
 FABULOUS event!

   Thu, Nov 12 - 9:00 am:  SCORE - Counseling Sessions for Businesses at Chamber Office. Call for an appointment.
  Sat, Nov 14  - 6:30 pm:  Annual Augusta Curtis Live Auction held at Augusta Curtis Cultural Center
  Wed, Nov 18 - 5:30 pm:  Project REACH Lights Up the Night will be held at the Women and Families Center.
   Thu, Nov 19 - 5:00 pm: Business After Hours & Table Top Demo with the Hamden Chamber will be held at the Farms 

 Country Club. See attached flyer. Promote your business - sell your wares, or gift cards for the holidays!

**DECEMBER DATES to SAVE**  
Fri, Dec. 4: Breakfast Club Celebrates BUSINESS                 Wed., Dec. 9: HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

 
  
 

 

 And, LIKE us on FACEBOOK and FOLLOW us on TWITTER: @MidstateCoC

Find event photos at:  at www.midstatechamber.com 3

breaKfasT club Tv 
The Chamber’s Breakfast program is NOW AIRING on Cox Public Access #15 - Frontier: #99 on Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 

check the chamber website for details and get your popcorn ready! 

committee connection 
A LOT of work happens at the committee level here at the Midstate Chamber.  We do en-
courage your involvement and that of your employees on any committee!  ALL committee 
meeting dates and times are listed on the Midstate Chamber’s website.  Come on out and 
sit in on a meeting to try it - you will like it: the experience, sharing, connections and more!

Your participation helps YOU, helps YOUR 
BUSINESS and helps 

OUR CHAMBER!  
Questions?  Call us at: 203.235.7901

 

 This is a SHORT LIST of some of our KEY events – for even MORE business and 
community events - from business workshops to art shows to golf tournaments - along 

with details and updates visit…http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar    

www.meridenchamber.com
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=10950
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11023
http://firstmile-fitness.com/events
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11021
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=10436
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=10468
www.meridenchamber.com
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar


 Find business resources at: www.midstatechamber.com4

welcome new members!
gl Market research:  94  Chelsea Court, 
Middletown, CT 06457. The phone num-
ber is 860-316.5787 and the fax number is 
860.344.9689. Lloyd Duggan is the primary 
contact. gL Market Research is a full-service 
marketing consulting firm specializing in 
market research, brand management, word 
of mouth marketing, strategic marketing, 
sports marketing and sponsorship management.

laudano’s apizza llc:  122 Broad St., Meriden, CT 06450. The 
phone number is 203.440.1500. Rachael Laudano is the prima-
ry contact. Thank you to Nicole Logodicio of Trager Insurance 
Group for inviting Rachael to join the Chamber.

The farms country club:  180 Cheshire Rd., Wallingford, CT 
06492. The phone number is 203.265.0941 and the fax number 
is 203.284.8467. Séan McLaughlin is the primary contact. Thank 
you to John Wooley of Radio Frequency Systems for inviting 
Séan to join the Chamber! 

Trager Insurance group llc:  5 Colony St., Suite 303, Meriden, 
CT 06451. The phone number is 203.235.1025. Joshua Trager is 
the primary contact. Trager Insurance Group LLC is an insur-
ance broker with over 15 years experience whose goal is to 
protect everything you value and love.

memBer renewals...
We recognize and thank our members who 

have joined or renewed their investment in the 
Midstate Chamber within the last month.  

Visit www.midstatechamber.com 
for the most up-to-date membership listing!  

A & R Body Specialty & Collision Works Inc.
AC Exterminating Co. LLC
AT & T- External Affairs

Automotive Core Recycling LLC
Barillaro Collision, LLC

Beecher & Bennett Flatow Funeral Home
Brand-Nu Laboratories, Inc.

Caserta & de Jongh, LLC
Community Health Center of Meriden
Credit Union League of Connecticut
CT Bureau of Rehabilitation Services

Diversified Physical Therapy
Edwin Cordero Painting LLC
G.T. Silver City Tire Co., Inc.

General Technology Group Inc.
Gonzalez Construction, LLC

H & R Block
Helping People Excel, Inc.

Horton Insurance Services LLC
Hunter’s Ambulance Service, Inc.

Huxley’s Bookmark Cafe
ISU Elite Insurance

Jonal Laboratories Incorporated
Joseph A. Miranda, PC

Lee Manufacturing
Lincoln College of New England

Little John’s Moving & Storage, Inc.
Meriden Public Library

Midstate Radiology Associates, Inc.
Mount Hebron Baptist Church

Pascarella Accounting Group, LLC
R.J. Carabetta & Company, PC

RE/MAX Professionals
Record-Journal Publishing Co.

Salvation Army
Sans-Souci Restaurant

Seasons Federal Credit Union
South Central CT Substance Abuse Council

Suzio York Hill Companies
TD Bank

Texidor Event Videography
The Edge Fitness Club

Tomassetti Vending Company
Webster Bank

Zoel’s Body & Auto Center

VISUALIZE...
YOUR AD HERE

Directly Reach 
1,600+ individuals - 

rates as low as $37.50 per month!
Call 203.235.7901 to reserve your spot

www.meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com
http://www.zoelsauto.com
http://www.zoelsauto.com


memBer Updates
This QR code in the upper right corner 
also brings you right out to our member 
news section of the website where you 
can view FULL news articles by submis-
sion date OR by member.  Just SCAN and CLICK!

advanced auto parts, Inc., the largest automotive aftermarket 
parts provider in North American, serving both professional in-
staller and do-it-yourself customers, opened its second store in 
Meriden at 800 E. Main St.. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held 
on Friday, October 9.  Stephen Sullivan is the General Manager. 
The new store offers customers a wide range of parts and recog-
nized national brands as well as several free services. Store Team 
Members will provide free installation for your new windshield 
wipers and also offer a complimentary check of the vehicle’s 
electrical system and old battery, as well as provide free installa-
tion of a new battery with purchase on most vehicles. The store 
offers fast parts delivery to local commercial customers such as 
professional mechanics and garages. Customers can also conve-
niently order online and pick up in the new store in 30 minutes. 
During regular store hours, customers may drop off used mo-

tor oil and batteries for 
recycling -  ensuring that 
these materials don’t end 
up in landfills where they 
could harm the environ-
ment.  The store is open 
Monday through Satur-
day from 7:30 am to 9 
pm and on Sunday from 
9 am to 7 pm.

assisted living Technol-
ogies Inc. : Every 4.5 minutes, a stove fire ignites, causiing 5,000+ 
injuries and $1 billion in damage each year.  Asssisted Living Tech-
nologies, Inc. is proud to announce that we are now offering 
FireAvert. FireAvert helps protect our home from the leading 
cause of stove fires in the United States - unattended cooking - 
by automatically disconnecting power to your range or stove in 
the event that fire or smoke are detected.  Click here to watch 
a video about how FireAvert can save your home from a cook-
ing fire:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccKnLoCqzTk”.  If 
you are interested in learning more about FireAvert or other 
technology solutions visit www.assistedlivingtechnologies.com.  

boscov’s Al Boscov sas “If you come ex-
pecting the unexpected you won’t be dis-
appointed.”  The family owned department 
store opened in the beginning of October 
and is a shopper’s dream. Note that the au-
ditorium has been planned with the com-
munity in mind. The Community Audito-
rium is a spacious functional room, with portable walls to make 
it adaptable for large or small groups. It is tastefully decorated in 
contemporary colors. Comfortably seating 180 persons, it has a 
carpeted stage, runway and dressing room. It will be completely 
equipped with banquet tables and chairs, all available for com-
munity use. Because Boscov’s feels so strongly about its role 
in community affairs, the Community Auditorium is available 
free of charge to local not-for profit groups and organizations 
for fund raising events or other community activities.   A busy 
schedule of store scheduled events make it impossible, how-
ever, to reserve the Auditorium for regular monthly meetings 
on a year round basis. The store will bring famous personalities 
from the entertainment world to the auditorium and for store 
sponsored free cultural, educational and recreational programs.  
Local non-profit groups interested in booking the auditorium 
are asked to contact Boscov’s Public Relations office for further 
information:  203-235-4144.
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bring a smile foundation, Inc. Fellow member Anthonia Ubaike 
from Bring A Smile Foundation, Inc. invites all area businesses and 
friends to aN UPCOMING Dinner Party that will benefit programs and 
scholarships for students in Meriden, CT and Nigeria, West Africa.  
Attendees will enjoy networking (businesses bring business cards 
and brochures), dinner and dancing.  Call to GET INVOLVED in 
this special event: 203.631.3772.  www.bringasmilefoundation.org. 

Connex Credit Union holds FREE educa-
tional workshops - Registration is required: 
online at www.connexcu.org or by calling 
1-800-CR-UNION. Space is limited!  Join us 
for these upcoming sessions: getting start-
ed with Medicare: Are you or someone you 
know eligible for Medicare? Join Harry Di-
Adamo, Medicare Specialist from Quantum Benefits, for a free, 
no-obligation workshop to learn the basics of Medicare.  When: 
Thursday, november 5 | 5:30PM-6:30PM | 412 Washington Ave., 
No. Haven.   steering Toward retirement with Individual re-
tirement accounts:  What are the different types of Individual 
Retirement Accounts (IRAs)? How do I know which one is best 
for me? Find out the answers to these questions and much more 
at this highly informative workshop, hosted by Pat Piccirilli, Con-
nex Investment & Retirement Services Representative.   When: 
Thursday, november 12 | 5:30PM-6:30PM  | 412 Washington Ave., 
No. Haven.   All attendees will receive a gift bag!

easter seals central connecticut - Meriden:  
Did you know that you can permanently lose 
your hearing from exposure to loud noise? Thirty 
six million Americans have hearing loss. 1 in 3 of 
those persons developed their hearing loss as a 
result of exposure to noise. The Easter Seals Cen-
ter for Better Hearing are encouraging individuals 
to protect their hearing.  Some simple strategies 
to prevent hearing loss caused by noise exposure 
includes:  
  -  Wearing hearing protection when around sounds louder than 85dB 
for a long period of time;    -  Turning down the volume when listen-
ing to the radio, the TV, MP3 player, or anything through ear buds and 
headphones;   - Walking away from loud noise.   
Offices are located in Waterbury, Southbury and Meriden and is 
a division of the Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center of Greater 
Waterbury, Central, and Northwest Connecticut, a non-profit 
organization that has been serving people with disabilities since 
1958.  For more information on hearing loss, please contact 203-
754-5141 or visit www.betterhearingct.com

h & r block Emerald Advance program 
begins Nov. 23rd in participating H&R 
Block offices:   “We know the unexpected 
happens. H&R Block Emerald Advance® 
provides a year-round line of credit of up to $1,000. Tap into it 
for bills, car repairs, holiday shopping and unexpected expenses to 
breathe easier knowing you have a little extra help.  New Clients 
Welcome and No W-2 Required. Visit www.HRBLOCK.COM  or 
call 866-852-9250.

Find ALL of our members’ news online:
    http://www.midstatechamber.com/News

Recent Ribbon Cuttings: Boscov’s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccKnLoCqzTk
www.assistedlivingtechnologies.com
www.meridenchamber.com
www.bringasmilefoundation.org
www.connexcu.org
www.betterhearingct.com
www.HRBLOCK.COM
http://www.midstatechamber.com/News
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Kiwanis club of Meriden - don’t miss the 64th annual Kiwanis Kapers Show, entitled 
“Kapers TV - Then and Now”.  There will be singing, dancing, comedy, magic and a whole 
lot of fun!  Show dates are friday, november 6th and saturday, november 7th, start-
ing at 7:00 pM, at lincoln Middle school auditorium, 164 Centennial Avenue, Mer-
iden.  Ticket prices: Adults: $15.00, Children under 12: $5.00, available through any Kiwan-
ian or at the door.  This is the club’s biggest fundraiser of the year and all proceeds go back 
into the Meriden community.  Please come out to enjoy the entertainment and support 
the critical mission of Kiwanis - serving the children of the world.  For more information 
please contact Corinne Balcher at (203) 213-2182.

Meriden public library - In the next couple of months, the Library will be replacing its 
43 year old circulation desk with a new fully-wired and efficient service desk as well as a 
matching reference desk. As part of the project, new lighting will be installed to brighten 
the entrance and main checkout area.  New carpeting will also be installed in most of 
the public areas. The public should also expect the Library to be closed for a few days when 
the carpeting and new desks are installed. Closing and other disruptions will be posted on our 
website, telephone system and in the newspaper. Although these overdue and much needed 
improvements will cause temporary inconvenience to the public and staff, the end result 
should be fantastic! Funding for this project has come from a State Library Construction 
Grant, the generous support of the Friends of the Meriden Library and from the Meriden 
community.

nina’s café - It’s the time for Special Holidays. Let the party begin. If 
you are looking for a space for an office party or just a gathering, Nina’s 
Café will be very happy to cater for your event whether it’s at your 
place or ours. Should you need more space, we do have space available 
at our location. If you need our service please feel free to contact us at 
203.235.0593 or just come in:  39 W. Main St., Meriden. We are always 
happy to see you. Please stop by to pick up an updated menu. We deliver 
between 9am and 2pm with a $10 minimum order.  Nina’s Café also has 
Gift Certificates available for the holidays.

spanish community of wallingford scow - aT&T* foundation has awarded a 
$15,000 grant to SCOW, which will support the organization’s efforts to expand the 
town’s Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) educational program.  
SCOW is a CT organization dedicated to creating greater opportunities for underserved 
members of the local Latino community. This year, SCOW is partnering with the Con-
necticut STEM Academy to add high-level STEM programs to the organization’s ¡Adelan-
te! America Youth Leadership Program - a year-round program that helps high school and 
middle school students from immigrant families build leadership skills, improve academic 
performance and develop a commitment to community service.  “We are proud to sup-
port SCOW and Connecticut STEM Academy in their efforts to ensure every student 
in Wallingford has the opportunity to learn vital technical skills,” said AT&T External 
Affairs Director, Kelly Wade Bettuchi. “In just a few years, these students will be leaders 
in our community. Thanks to organizations like SCOW, our state’s future will be in good 
hands.”SCOW was one of only three Latino organizations across the country selected to deliver 
the ¡Adelante! America Youth Leadership Program.  
 
The spice catering group would like to introduce to you the newest 
members of their team:  carisa lockery is the new Marketing & Event 
Manager. For the last 8 years, Carisa Lockery has owned and operated CR 
Socials Event Planning, where she planned and executed many weddings 
and events. From day-of service to full event planning, Carisa has helped 
many clients and couples create the event or wedding of their dreams. 
She knows that the details are truly what personalizes any type of event, 
along with delicious food!  Jonathan leff is the new Executive Chef. Jonathan has been 
cooking professionally for over 25 years. Starting in New York City where he was raised, 
Jonathan worked for some of the best restaurateurs and caterers in Manhattan for over 
15 years. Whether in a three star Italian restaurant, one of the city’s finest steakhouses or 
for one of New York’s premier caterers, Jonathan has constantly strived to produce the 
best food with only the finest ingredients.

united laundry, located at 72 Cook Ave. Meriden, invites you to stop in and check out 
their new laundry facility. They offer wash/dry/fold service, pick up and delivery avail-
able, and they accept commercial accounts. Their washing machines range from 20 
lb to 80 lbs and are clean and bright new machines. Open everyday from 7 am to 9 pm, 
plenty of parking and they accept credit cards.. Any questions, please call 860-853-8591.  

united way of Meriden & wallingford A variety of volunteer 
opportunities are available throughout the holiday season, and par-
ticipants can serve at any level - from collecting food donations at 
your workplace and neighborhood or by “adopting” a local family.  
With your steadfast support of our Holiday Programs, together we 
will elevate families among us to share in the goodness of the holiday season.  In addition to 
the Adopt-a-Family Program and donating Holiday Food Baskets, the Giving Tree at the Westfield 
Meriden Mall is another option. Agencies work with families in need to place a wish list item on 
a tag. Shoppers are encouraged to select a tag from the tree, purchase the gift item on the tag, 
and drop the gift off with mall staff.For more information about how you can make help make 
a difference, please contact James at The Volunteer Center: (203)235-4403 x12 or e-mail to 
thevolunteercenter@unitedwaymw.org

webster bank arena 
- Attention Midstate 
Chamber Members: Me-
riden and wallingford 
day is bacK on sunday, 
november 8!  Contact 
Evan for your individual 
tickets OR there are AWESOME business 
packages that will promote your business 
with a portion of the proceeds benefiting 
our united way of Meriden and wall-
ingford.  You can also “sponsor” local 
youth to go to the game  -  buy a ticket or 
two and they will be given to area youth 
organizations!  see enclosed flyer.   
Please reach our local contact, Evan Para-
dis, directly at 203-345-4828 or email evan.
paradis@harboryardse.com.

westbrook lobster restaurant - we live 
and breathe all things local; all things CT.  
From dedicating our draft beer list to lo-
cal CT breweries, supporting and using 
local vendors, to sourcing all of our sea-
food from local CT & New England wa-
ters, it’s in our blood.  We have had such 
great guests for over 15+ years and we 
are working hard to constantly improve 
and impress you each and every time you 
visit one of our restaurants.   We ask your 
support in voting for us in Connecticut 
Magazine’s 2015 Reader’s Choice Awards 
by clicking here the image below or here:  
www.connecticutmag.com/2016-Reader-
Restaurant-Survey/.  Please think about us 
in the “Best Seafood” category, as well as 
any others you feel we should be included 
in. By voting for us or any other local busi-
ness, you are supporting CT businesses 
and helping CT’s economy. As always, thank 
you for supporting us, Michael, Matthew, 
and Larry Lariviere - Owners.

Recent Ribbon Cuttings:

Colonial Flooring 
America Jersey Mike’s

www.meridenchamber.com
staff.For
mailto:thevolunteercenter@unitedwaymw.org
mailto:evan.paradis@harboryardse.com
mailto:evan.paradis@harboryardse.com
www.connecticutmag.com
http://www.connecticutmag.com/2016-Reader-Restaurant-Survey/
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Energy 
Efficiency 

Company Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Chamber Members:$20 in advance;___ check enclosed  Chamber Members:$25 at the door (without a reservation)   
Members to be $30. *Registration changes must be made 2 days prior to event to avoid charge* 
 

Credit Card #(AX, Disc, VI, MC)________________________________________________________________________________  
 

3 digit code:_____________  Card Zip Code___________________  Exp.__________________ 

Name: E-Mail: 

Sponsorships are available—call the chamber for details  - options for 
every business and any budget are a GREAT way to promote your  

business via The Breakfast Club!  

3 Colony Street, Suite 301, Meriden, CT 06451    Ph: 203.235.7901 
        Fx: 203.686.0172     info@midstatechamber.com     

www.midstatechamber.com 

Program Format: 
7:30—8:15 a.m.  Arrival, Networking, & Great Breakfast Buffet 

8:15—8:30 a.m.  Announcements, Recognition          8:30—9:00 a.m.  Presentation with Q & A 

Diana McCarthy-Bercury, Eversource Program Administrator for municipal 
engagement, education and work force development programs, will be our guest 

speaker. Diana will be discussing both Gas and Electric Energy  
Efficiency for Residential and Business customers. Diana has a  back-

ground in renewable  energy design for solar, thermal, hydro and wind energy for resi-
dents, business and municipalities.  Attendees will walk away INFORMED on 

ways to save  money through different programs that are available now.. 

Please RSVP by 
November 4, 2015 

What’s Next:  December 4, 2015  to hear from 
representatives of SBCD, DECD, SBA, SCORE,  

& SCORE. 



Friday, November 6, 2015 
7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.   

Four Points by Sheraton, 275 Research Parkway, Meriden 
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     Meriden & Wallingford Community Day with the  
Bridgeport Sound Tigers 

 
Sunday, November 8th at 5:00 PM vs. Hartford Wolf Pack 

Package One: $250 (Full package value: $700) 

12 tickets 
Table in concourse 
Group Announcement 
$50 donation to United Way of Meriden & Wallingford 
Tickets can be donated back to a United Way partnering agency 
 
Package Two: $600 (Full package value: $1250) 
 
30 Tickets 
Table in concourse 
One (1) sixty-second spot during game on LED Ribbon Board 
Group Announcement 
Autographed Sound Tigers Puck 
Four (4) complimentary tickets to future Sound Tigers game 
$120 donation to United Way of Meriden & Wallingford 
Tickets can be donated back to a United Way partnering agency 

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=11021
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The 
Chamber

Magazine

See 
Reverse for MAGAZINE 

AD  PRICING and more -  including 
                     AD SIZES  and  OPTIONS

Reserve  NOW to
STAND OUT

* NEW *

A 
NEW LOOK is coming in 

2016 - the chamber’s 120th Year in 
Business:  Reserve Your Ad Space 

EARLY
NEW SIZE:

 8½ x 11

NEW FORMAT: 
Magazine Style

TOTAL - FULL - COLOR:
Ads and Directory Sections

NEW CONTENT:
Devoted to people, places 

where our members are!

CHANGES ARE ON THE HORIZON...
Our communities are changing and looking better every day; it’s time we changed the look of THE BOOK

as the Midstate Chamber Celebrates 120 Years in Business in 2016!  
Illustrate YOU ARE IN BUSINESS and YOU ARE CONNECED to this Chamber and REGION.

Rail Project ALIgNS
Communities of 
BERLIN 
MERIDEN
WALLINgFORD

2016-2017
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Yes, this will be the LAST Chamber Membership Directory – THE CHAMBER BOOK - or at least the last one looking this way in 
the 8 ½ by 5 ½ spiral bound format.  One thing hasn’t changed:  IF YOU ARE DOING BUSINESS IN THIS REGION…YOU 
MUST BE IN THE MAGAZINE – YOU WILL STAND OUT WITH AN AD – we’ve created pricing for every budget. 

 

• Our communities are changing and looking better every day.  It’s time we changed the look of “The Chamber Book”.   

 

• In 2016-2017, we will be changing the format to 8 ½ by 11 communities magazine!  This will allow us the  
Larger 3 Column format allows for greater flexibility in layout and presentation.  The entire magazine will now be in full 
color…including the membership directory section. 

 

• Sections will be devoted to the people and places in the cities and towns where our members currently are… 

 

• We’d like it to be available in advance of the Start of Service for the Rail…in 2016…all train stations in Berlin, Meriden 
and Wallingford will be NEW  - and our MAGAZINE will also bring a Fresh NEW Look! 

 

• Ads will be based on 2 ½ x 2 ½ sized panels of ad space – in virtually any configuration on a page of 12 panels. (3 across and 
4 down)  The first panel is only $300 which is a lower entry price point than previous books.   

 
•  

 

YES! 
Reserve 
My Space   

Number 
of Panels Price  

  Single Panel 1 $     300 Affordable entry ad rate for EVERY business! 

  Double H or V 2 535  

  Quarter Page H 3 770  

  Third Page H or V 4 1,005  

  Half Page 6 1,475  

  Two Thirds 8 1,945  

   Inside Full Pages 12 2,885 This allows a full 7.5” x 10” of messaging!  

  
Full Page I/O 

Covers 12 3,095 
Only 3 prime opportunities – and they INCLUDE 
a top banner ad on the chamber’s web site!   

 

 
Here are some examples of ad layouts based on panel sizes…AND EARLY BIRD RATES! 

Double 5 x 2.5   

Quarter 
Page 7.5 x2.5 $      660  

Third 
Page    

Two 
Thirds 5 x 10   

2 panels $      475    3 panels   2.5 x 10       

        $      845        

                

Double  
    

Half 
Page 7.5 x 5 $   1,215   

Third 
Page       

2.5 x 5  2.5 x 2.5       5 x 5       

2 panels  
Single 
1 panel       $      845    $   1,585   

$      475  $      290   6 panels   4 panels  4 panels   8 Panels   
 

 
THIS MAGAZINE WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE GO-TO RESOURCE viewed by thousands of people:  It is a Chamber Membership 
Directory, Communities Guide and MORE.  This full color Resource Guide is the go-to guide for businesses and residents!  A 
minimum of 5,000 copies (print & digital) are distributed to the Chamber Membership, at Member locations, at special events & in 
relocation packets.  YOUR AD promotes your business / organization AND illustrates your PRIDE in being connected with our 
central CT region. 
 
 

Company: ______________________________________________   Contact: __________________________________ 
 
 

___ Bill Me  
 
 

___ Check Enclosed or Credit Card  - Card #______________________________________________________________ 
 
        Exp. Date: _______________________  Ver. Code: __________________  Zip Code: ________________________ 
 
 

 

Submit to: Midstate Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 3 Colony St., Suite 301, Meriden, CT 06451 
Ph: 203-235-7901 / Fax: 203-686-0172 / info@midstatechamber.com www.midstatechamber.com 



 

 

Facts: 

¥ Versatile space: 
¥ Small businesses  
¥ Retail 
¥ Medical office 
¥ Office space 
 

Now Leasing 
QBS Enterprises Inc. 632 East Main St. Meriden, CT 06450  

00u897239406450 

For more information: 
Jodi Hajjar � Property Manager � (203)-499-7759 

Ideal For: 

¥ Spacious parking 
¥ Internet access 
¥ Handicap accessible 
¥ Recently renovated 

Amenities include: 
 

¥ Storefront 
commercial space 

¥ Easy access to major 
highways 

¥ Square footage from 
500 sq ft - 1200 sq ft 

 







http://www.highermovementdance.com/
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