


Please Join Us 
In Thanking 
Our Sponsors



We encourage you all to bid high and to bid often.  You will find your bid-
der number on your name badge.  Please feel free to bid 

throughout the dinner.  All bidding will be closed at 7:30.  Checkout for 
auction items will begin at 8:30 p.m. after the Chamber Award 
program (no earlier in respect of the award honorees, please).  

NOTE:  Bids MUST be in correct increments.  Failure to bid in the 
correct increment results in forfeiture of bid. 

All payments may be made payable to Midstate Chamber of  Com-
merce, Inc.  We accept cash, checks, MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and 

American Express.

 16th 

Annual
Silent 

Auction



Bid HIGH  &  Bid OFTEN
Be Mindful of Your Bid Increments

Incorrect Bid Increments 
Disqualify Your Bid

Bid HIGH  &  Bid OFTEN



The Staff and Board of Directors of the Midstate Chamber of Commerce 
THANK YOU for attending the 123rd Annual Meeting, Dinner, Awards and 

Silent Auction.    We ask you kindly to remember our sponsors, advertisers 
and auction donors as you do business through the year!





470 Murdock Ave. 
Meriden

203.235.9900

Personalized, 
professional 

architectural services 
for commercial, 
industrial and 

residential clients. 



2019 – 2020 Sl at e o f Of f i c e r s

Nathaniel Bottone, Salon Nathaniel - Chairman
Daniel Quesnel, Liberty Bank - Vice Chairman

Ralph Mesite, Sonic of  CT - Secretary
Michael Nowicky, Connex Credit Union – Treasurer

Richard J. Pendred, A & A Office Systems – Immediate Past Chairman

2019 – 2020 Sl at e o f Boa r d o f Di r e c to r s
Matthew Bailey  – B.C. Bailey Funeral Home – Term through 2020

Krystle Blake – Rushford - A Hartford HealthCare Partner – Term through 2021
Miguel Castro - Prestige Construction Home Improvement - Term through 2021

John Davis - Razor Rep2, LLC - Term through 2022
Edward Dooling - Masonicare - Term through 2022

Eric Francis - Trifecta Ecosystems, Inc. - Term through 2021
Karen Halloran - Fairfield Inn by Marriott - Term through 2021

Cornelius Ivers - Meriden Housing Authority - Term through 2022
Kerry Johnson - Travel Consultant - Term through 2022

Linda Krampitz - Gaylord Specialty Healthcare - Term through 2021
Jim Mizener – R-J Media Group – Term through 2020

Christopher Powers - Westfield Property Group - Term through 2021
Elwyn B. Quirk - Law Offices of E.B. Quirk, LLC - Term through 2022

Frank W.  Ridley – Friends of the Meriden Public Library – Term through 2021
James Shimer - MidState Medical Center - Term through 2022

Carlton Smith - Chrysalis Domestic Violence Services (Mer/Wfd) - Term through 2020
David Symonds, PROSHRED Security – Term through 2020

Amisha Tailor - TD Bank - Term through 2022
Daniel Vill – Luchs Consulting Engineers, LLC – Term through 2021

Attorney Thomas Welsh - Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, PC - Term through 2020
Edward J. Zavaski – SIG | Stamford Insurance Group – Term through 2020

2019 Awards Committee
Nathaniel Bottone, Lori O’Brien, Richard Pendred, Frank Ridley, 

and Attorney Thomas Welsh

2019 Nominating Committee
Richard J. Pendred - Chairman,  Molly Savard, Karen Halloran, 

Nathaniel Bottone and Attorney Thomas Welsh

2019 Education Awards Committee
Nathaniel Bottone, Krystle Blake, Leon Langs,  Richard Muniz, Marc Nemeth,  , 

Frank Ridley Amisha Tailor, and Attorney Thomas Welsh

2019 Annual Meeting Committee
Eileen Bongiovanni, Nathaniel Bottone, Ralph Mesite,  

Richard Pendred, Amisha Tailor

The Program
 ~ 5:45 p.m. ~

The 123rd Annual Meeting program opens with the Pledge of  Allegiance
Recognition of  Members and Guests:  Séan W. Moore, President

Invocation:  Fr. Mark Byers from St. Andrews Church 

Call to Order of  the 123rd Annual Meeting: 
Nathaniel Bottone, Chairman of  the Board

Election of  Directors & Officers: 
Richard Pendred, Immediate Past Chairman

Remarks: Chairman Nathaniel Bottone

6th Annual Special Achievement in Innovation Award:  
The Assisted Technology Training Center of  CT

William Sears Rice Award - Girls Incorporated

Remarks: President Séan W. Moore

 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ 
Business Meeting is adjourned, Bar re-opens and Dinner is served

 ~ 7:30 p.m. ~ 
Dinner is Concluded, Silent Auction Ends, Balloon Raffle Ticket Sales 

End and Chamber Awards Program Begins

2019 Chamber Award Presentations:

The Community Partnership Award presentations to:
Eileen Bongiovanni

Karen Roesler

The Excellence in Education Award presentation to:
GUS Robotic Team 228, Inc. and 

Community Classroom Collaborative Transition Program

The Business Leadership Awards presentations to:
Shiner Signs, Inc. 

Jonal Laboratories, Inc.

~ 8:30 p.m. ~ 
Program Concludes, Balloon Raffle is Pulled and Silent Auction 

Winners may “check out”



 westfield.com/meriden

westfield.com/meriden


Visit Our New, Mobile Friendly Website:

www.midstatechamber.com
Event Listings  *and*  Event Registration

Member News

Like Us On Social Media!  @MidstatCoC

American Legion Post 45
835 Hanover Road, South Meriden

Upcoming Special Events
ALL Are Welcome

We’ll See You THERE!

May 5:  11am-4pm	 Car Show in Memory of Tom Caliendo

May 27: 10am		  Memorial Day Parade - Broad St.

June 9:	 2pm		  Watch Fire Ceremony 

Sep. 14:  1pm		  Post 45’s 100 Year Celebration

Call 203.634.9876 for details on these or info on all events.

www.midstatechamber.com


Business Leadership AwardS 
These “Lifetime Achievement” Awards are given annually by the Midstate 
Chamber of  Commerce to recognize Large and Small Businesses that have 

exemplified outstanding private sector leadership in the central 
Connecticut business community.  Over the years, the following businesses 

have been honored with this distinction:

1997 –  Yankee Gas
1998 –  Cox Communications  
1999 – 	MidState Medical Center
2000 –  Castle Bank & Trust Company and Westfield Meriden
2001 –	 Canberra Industries and Packard BioScience Co., Inc.
2002 -	 SNET / SBC / AT&T and Kaye’s Pharmacy, Inc.
2003 –  Murdy and Sons Quality Home Builders and Web Solutions, Inc.
2004 –	 Valencia Discount Liquor & Wine Shop and Hunter’s 
	 Ambulance Service, Inc.
2005 –  On-Site Video and ShopRite of  Wallingford - Drust Markets
2006 –	 Colonial Flooring Plus and Thompson Brands
2007 –	 Moran’s Television & Appliance & Record-Journal Publishing Co.
2008 –  John C. Fiderio & Sons, Inc. and BL Companies
2009 –  Salon Nathaniel & Ragozzino Foods, Inc.
2010 –	 Bongiovanni Insurance and Financial, LLC and 
	 Four Points by Sheraton Meriden
2011 -	 Prentis Printing Solutions and Pyramid Time Systems
2012 -   Mule Security Systems and Fosdick Fulfillment Company
2013 -   Rose Flowers & Gifts and Protein Sciences, Corporation
2014 -   Roman Oil and Gaylord Specialty Healthcare
2015 -   PROSHRED Security, East Side Veterinary Clinic, LLC and
	 Batista Companies ~ Dunkin’ Donuts
2016 -   Valentin Karate, LLC and The L. Suzio York Hill Companies
2017 -   Suzio Insurance Center, Inc. and Boscov’s and Ulbrich 
	 Stainless Steels and Special Metals, Inc.
2018 -	 MembersFirst CT Federal Credit Union and Triple Springs 		
	 Water Company and Masonicare

innovation awardS
In 2014, this award was created to recognize special achievement by 

members of  the Midstate Chamber that illustrate leadership in industry.  They 
honor an individual or company who has done something new, 

extraordinary, or innovative in the last 18 months, including improvements, 
responsiveness to challenges, etc.  The recipients of  this award include:

2014 -   LaRosa Building Group
2015 - Hancock Pharmacy and Surgical, Inc.

2016 - Healthy Choices FastVax Mobile Clinic 
(partnership with Hunter’s Ambulance, Protein Sciences - Flublok, 

and Dr. Zaki - HealthMed Urgent Care)
2017 - O & G Industries, Inc. 

(for their PlattBuilds program at Platt High School, Meriden)
2018 - Trifecta Ecosystems, Inc.

We brighten lives 
in more ways  
than one
Eversource proudly support s 

Midstate Chamber of Commerce  

and its work improving the quality  

of life in our communities.

Eversource.com

Thomas J. Welsh, Esq.| www.uks.com | 860.548.2600

UPDIKE, KELLY & SPELLACY, P.C. 
PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

MIDSTATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

AND

CONGRATULATES THE HONOREES



Community Partnership Award Recipients

These “Lifetime Achievement” Awards honor a person or persons who show 
dedication to the community, volunteerism without seeking personal gain, a high 

professional standard on community projects, or aids in 
community enhancement activities which have improved quality of life in 

central Connecticut. The following individuals have been honored 
with this distinction since 1993:

1993 – Robert Cyr and Shane Rood		  2008 - Michael D. Barker and
1994 – Maureen Bilger and A. Lee Campione                Stephen T. Zerio
1995 – Phil Ashton				    2009 – Anthony Tomassetti and       
1996 – Marcia Trotta and Ronald Meoni	   	            Dan M. Hunter 
1997 – Lynn Faria				    2010 - Larry Pelletier
1998 – Burton G. Tremaine, III		          	 2011 – Lucille A. Janatka                             
1999 – James H. Shiels				    2012 - Officer Thomas Cirillo 
2000 – Kenneth W. Mango, Esq.              	 2013 - Richard Fontanella    
2001 – James A. Hamelin			   2014 - George Hamrah
2002 -  Robert A. DeBaise  		                2015 - Lawrence Kendzior and           
2003 – Frank W. Ridley			               Ret. Chief  Robert Kosienski, Sr.
2004 – Molly Savard			                2016 - Yvonne deAngeli-
2005 – Phil Ashton    				    Fontanez and  Joseph Mirra   	
2006 -  David Lowell and James Ieronimo		 2017 - Cliff  Carlson
2007 - Ric Suzio and  Lawrence McGoldrick	 2018 - George McGoldrick	  

Excellence In Education Award Recipients

In 2014, this award was created to recognize special achievement 
by an individual or organization in the public or private sector who 
contributes to education or an educational institution or program 

to advance or expand our education system.  
The recipients of this honor include:

2014:  Maria Harlow
SCOW (Spanish Community of Wallingford)

2015:  Saint Joseph School
and

Meriden Board of Education and Meriden Federation of Teachers 
Expanded Learning Time Program

2017:  Brian Cyr

2018:  Tri-Town Collaborative Out-of-School Youth Program in 
Meriden, Wallingford and Middletown

William Sears Rice Award Recipients
This award honors an individual or business who has demonstrated 

outstanding commitment to downtown Meriden.  Recent honorees include:

2017:  Cafe Dolce, Eben-Ezer Restaurant and Nina’s Cafe 
2018:  Gallery 53, Arts & Crafts Association of Meriden, Inc.

2018 Education Award Winners
The 2019 awardees will be recognized during the summer at a 

Chamber Business After Hours - we will keep you posted on the date!

Education 
Awards

The Sanford S. Shorr Education Awards are given to students who are area residents who are  gradu-
ating high school as well as students returning to college. These awards are in honor of Sanford S. 
Shorr, who served as Executive Vice President of The Midstate Chamber of Commerce for 29 years.  
Mr. Shorr passed away in February 2016. The award winners exemplify the high values, outstand-
ing character, and dedication to community service that have, and continue to, epitomize the life of 
Sanford S. Shorr.  Proceeds from the Chamber’s Annual Golf Tournament support these Education 
Awards. Over the past 27 years, over 125 awards have been presented to area residents for their 
pursuit of higher education.  
In 2006 we added an additional award from the Chamber’s HOLA (Hispanic Outreach Leaders In Ac-
tion) Committee that was formed in October 2005. Applicants must be Hispanic students graduating 
from high school or returning to college.  Proceeds for this award are generated through fundraisers 
by the HOLA Committee.
In 2007 the Chamber’s Young Business Leaders of Connecticut were born.  YBLCT members are en-
gaged in community life, are interested in expanding professional and social opportunities and serve 
as ambassadors for the greater Meriden area. The group created the Dan M. Hunter Community 
Service Education Award in 2009 - it is given annually to a graduating high school student who shows 
exemplary grades, above average participation in school-related activies and has proven to be a 
valued asset to his/her community.   

In 2015, eligibility requrements for these awards were expanded to include: Meriden residents 
AND employees of Midstate Chamber members OR dependents of employees of Midstate Chamber 
members! 

The following students have been selected as recipients of the 2019 Education Awards:
Gary Lambert (Sanford S. Shorr Award | Returning College Student)
Courtney Bertrand (Sanford S. Shorr Award)  |  graduating from Platt

Olivia Edwards (Sanford S. Shorr Award)  |  graduating from Maloney

Simon Santos (Sanford S. Shorr Award)   |  graduating from Platt

Katherine Aceves (HOLA Award)   |  graduating from Platt

Gema Granados (HOLA Award)   |  graduating from Wilcox

Madison Clancy (YBL Award) |  graduating from 
Platt

Zeel Patel (Bruce H. Kannenberg & Jonal Labs, 
Inc. Award) |  graduating from Platt

In 2015, the Bruce H. Kannenberg & Jonal 
Laboratories, Inc. Education Award was 
created. This is a 4 year award for $1,000 
per year for a Meriden resident graduating 
from a Meriden Public School who will be 
pursuing a degree in STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Math) or Business.  



1968 – 1970	 L. Stewart Bohan
1970 – 1972	 Robert A. Houde
1972 – 1974	 Robert W. Mills
1974 – 1975	 John D. Altobello, Jr.
1975 – 1977	 Craig A. Bossi
1977 – 1979	 A. Gordon Davis, Jr. 
1979 – 1981	 Robert P. Patton
1981 – 1983	 Robert G. Barnes
1983 – 1985	 Elsa H. Bradford
1985 – 1988	 Jeffrey H. White
1988 – 1990	 Richard J. Leary
1990 – 1992	 Joseph R. Werner
1992 – 1993	 Marisa P. Thurston
1993 – 1995	 Karl Harkenreader
1995 – 1997	 Alan Solomon
1997 – 1999	 James H. Shiels
1999 – 2001	 Molly H. Savard
2001 – 2003	 Lynn A. Faria
2003 – 2005	 James Ieronimo
2005 – 2007	 Leonardo H. Suzio
2007 – 2009	 Thomas Marano
2009 – 2011	 Frank W. Ridley
2011 - 2013	 Yvonne de Angeli-Fontanez
2013 - 2015	 Attorney Thomas J. Welsh
2015 - 2018	 Richard J. Pendred
2018 - 		  Nathaniel Bottone

1916		  A. B. Jennings
1917 – 1919	 W.A. Schenck
1919 – 1923 	 C. R. Gardiner
1924 – 1925	 G. J. Sokel
1926 – 1928	 F. H. Billard
1929 – 1931	 W. H. Upham
1932 – 1934	 W. S. Alexander
1935 – 1936	 H. D. Immick
1937 – 1939	 A. S. Jourdan
1939 – 1940	 H. L. Stockwell
1940 – 1941	 Wayne Robison
1941 – 1943	 Fred Sparrow
1943 – 1945	 Willard F. Terrell
1945 – 1947	 Walter A. Carey
1947 – 1949	 Clifford I. Packer
1949 – 1951	 Carl A. Schultz
1951 – 1953	 Frederick A. Flatow
1953 – 1955	 Winston E. Ackroyd
1955 – 1960	 Bernard D. Kasack
1960 – 1962	 Dudley A. Dutton
1962 – 1963	 Floyd B. Goodwin
1963 – 1964	 Donald S. Tracy
1964 – 1966	 Ralph C. Jahnige
1966 – 1968	 MacRae H. Curtis

Past Chairpersons Of The
Midstate Chamber of Commerce, Inc.

MISSION:
To improve educational, social 

and health outcomes of all 
children in Meriden through 
direct programming, parent 

empowerment, advocacy and 
effective collaboration with 

other agencies

Proud to serve the community 
since 1974.

•	Independent   
•	Trusted
•	Reliable
•	Experienced54 Chamberlain Highway

Meriden, CT
203.237.7403
www.suzioinsurance.com

www.suzioinsurance.com


203.303.8500           www.proshred.com/connecticut

Congratulations to All of the Award Honorees

M O V E  Y O U R  
BUSINESS FORWARD

Contact Jim Mizener for more information

203-317-2312    |    jmizener@rjmediagroup.com

MEDIA THAT MOVES YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD >>500 S. Broad Street  |  Meriden, CT

500 South Broad Street  |  Meriden, CT  |  203.235.1661  |  myrecordjournal.com

  The only media group that Reaches 100% of Homes and 265,000  
     weekly Readers in our 9-Town Region of Central Connecticut.

  Highly Targeted Solutions to Reach Your Exact Customers.

  Social Media management, website development, email marketing, 
     SEO/SEM and more!

  One-on-One Guidance to Customize Plans for Your Unique Business 
  Needs and Goals.

  Full Service Digital Agency

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

www.proshred.com/connecticut



